
                                                        
  
   

Single Family Residential Credits for City of Oak Park 
 
 

 

I. Overview 
 
The City of Oak Park has recently implemented a stormwater utility fee as part of their utility billing to cover the 
critical service of carrying stormwater runoff away from properties and conveying it within the City’s combined 
sewer system to the treatment facility. Previously, all sewer fees were charged based on water usage, with 
one line item for the sewer usage charge. The new utility bill separates stormwater from water and sewer 
charges by including a separate line item for stormwater effective July 1, 2020.  

II. Existing Single Family Residential Credit Program 
 
The City has created a new credit program to incentivize better management of stormwater entering the City’s 
combined sewer system. The current credit program provides property owners with multiple options for 
installing green infrastructure to mitigate the stormwater runoff from their property. These existing credit 
options are shown in Table 1. 
 

Table 1:Current Credit Program for Single Family Residential Properties 

Credit Credit Amount Minimum Size* 

Rain Barrel $50/year • 35 gallons 

Rain Garden $60/year 
• At least 100 square feet 
• Ratio of less than 5:1 impervious area to 

rain garden area 

Cistern  $100/year • 55 gallons 

Infiltration Trench/Dry Well $100/year 

• Ratio of less than 5:1 impervious area to 
infiltration trench 

• Dry wells must be 3 feet deep and 
accommodate 55 gallons 

Pervious Pavement  
$10 per 100 square feet 

per year 
• At least 100 square feet 

*Minimum size as defined in the existing City of Oak Park Storm Water Rate Reduction Credits document. 

 
Within the existing single family residential credit program, neither the renewal period nor the maximum credit 
per property owner is defined. To apply for the credits, property owners must complete and submit a Permit 
Application. A permit fee of $30 is required. In addition to the permit application, property owners are required 
to submit supporting documentation which may include a set of plans, drawings showing the proposed 
installation, or permits (e.g., plumbing, electric) depending on the chosen installation.  

III. Proposed Credit Program  
 
A modified credit program for property owners to manage their stormwater and apply a credit to  
their utility bill is proposed herein. As before, the modified credit program includes the option for property 
owners to install green infrastructure; however, the number of different green infrastructures that property 
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owners can install has been reduced. This will limit the decision making that was previously required by 
residents to choose from multiple green infrastructure options, and as a result will likely promote installation. 
This will also simplify the review process required by the City.  

 
Property owners are still required to complete a Permit Application with a permit fee of $30 in order to receive 
a stormwater credit under the modified credit program. The fee covers the administration time for processing 
the applications as well as engineering review time. The rate for engineering review time is established 
annually and will be updated on the Permit Application as needed to account for changes in rates. Permit 
Applications will be reviewed twice per year by the City of Oak Park. Applications are due by October 31 for a 
November/December review, or by February 28 for a March/April review. One Permit Application will be 
reviewed once per year per property. 
 
Single Family Residential (SFR) credits will not be transferred to a new property owner. The new property 
owner will be required to resubmit a credit application form for approval. If a SFR property applies for a 
stormwater credit, the City has the right to inspect the stormwater management practice to review the 
effectiveness.  
 
 

A. Green Infrastructure  

Residents can install green infrastructure on their private property to receive a maximum credit of $100. The 
green infrastructure can be a rain garden and/or rain barrel, which results in a credit amount of $50 for each. 
To receive the credit, at least 50% of a property’s impervious area must drain to the installed green 
infrastructure. A property owner should submit the Permit Application prior to installing any green infrastructure 
to ensure the proposed work is applicable for a stormwater credit.  
 

1. Rain Garden:  

Residents can install a rain garden on their property for a credit amount of $50.  A rain garden is a 
depressed storage garden with native vegetation that’s designed to hold and infiltrate stormwater 
runoff into the ground. Captured runoff percolates into the soils and is used by the plants. The 
geometry of rain gardens allows for surface water to be held for a period of time as well.  
Appropriate plant selection is based on soil type as well as the sunlight for the area it will be 
planted.   
 
To qualify for a rain garden credit, the following requirements must be met.   

• At least 50% of the runoff from the roof area must be absorbed.   
• The surface area must be at least 100 square feet and a ratio of less than 5:1 impervious 

area to rain garden area. 
• Due to the nature of the soil in the City of Oak Park, it is recommended that 18 to 24 

inches of soil be replaced with a soil mixture of 50% sand, 30% compost and 20% topsoil.   
• There must be vegetation to help absorb rainwater.   
• A set of plans must be submitted with the permit application showing the location at least 

15 feet from the building along with a maintenance plan showing how the homeowner is 
going to maintain the area after installation. 

 
 

2. Rain Barrel: 

Residents can install a rain barrel on their property for a credit amount of $50. Rain barrels 
capture water from a roof and hold it for later use such as for irrigation and watering plants. To 
qualify for a rain barrel credit, the following requirements must be met. 
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• At least 50% of the runoff coming from the roof of the primary structure must be collected.   
• The rain barrels must be a minimum of 35 gallons in size and multiple may be required to 

meet the 50% requirement.   
• They must be properly maintained, and the water used on a regular basis for plant 

watering and other uses.   
• The owner must also submit a plan for the location and maintenance/usage of the rain 

barrel along with the permit application.    
 
 

IV. Maximum Credit and Credit Budgetary Assumptions 
 
As it was previously discussed, the City is a combined system where the stormwater runoff is treated with the 
sanitary flow. The majority of the stormwater utility cost is a fixed cost due to the treatment cost at the George 
W. Kuhn Retention Treatment Basin and Great Lakes Water Authority Water (GLWA) Water Resource 
Recovery Facility (WRRF). A maximum credit of $100 for SFR properties has therefore been established 
under the modified stormwater credit program. To determine the maximum credit a SFR property can receive, 
an applicant would add the green infrastructure credit and downspout redirect credit together. 
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OHM has assumed that of the 9,539 SFR parcels, only 20% would apply and receive a stormwater utility 
credit. Furthermore, of that 20%, half of the parcels would receive a $50 credit, and the other half would 
receive a $100 credit. Based on these assumptions, roughly 2% of the total annual budget would be allocated 
for SFR credits.  

V. Renewal Period  
 
Once the green infrastructure is approved by the City, the credit will be applied on an annual basis. The 
renewal period for the green infrastructure and redirected downspout credit types is listed in the table below. 
At the end of the renewal period, property owners must submit another Permit Application in order to renew 
the credit for the subsequent renewal period. The Permit Application must be submitted before the renewal 
period is complete for the respective credit type, and on or before one of the two aforementioned due dates. 
The property owner must be able to show that the green infrastructure has been properly maintained and is 
functioning as required.  
 

Table 2: Proposed Renewal Period 

Credit Type Renewal Period 

Green Infrastructure  3 years 
 

VI. Summary of Modified Credit Program 
 
The modified stormwater credit program includes a new basis for defining how property owners can obtain 
credits by reducing the amount of runoff that leaves their property. The key changes to the credit program 
include the credit type that property owners can apply for, the credit amount, a maximum credit amount and a 
renewal period. The new credit program and the requirements that have been established as part of the 
proposed modifications are listed in the table below. The existing credit program is also listed for comparison.    
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Table 3: Summary Credit Changes for Single Family Residential Properties 

 Existing Credit Program Modified Credit Program 

Credit Type 

• Rain Barrel 
• Rain Garden 
• Cistern  
• Infiltration Trench/Dry 

Well 
• Pervious Pavement  

• Green Infrastructure 
- Rain Garden 
- Rain Barrel 
 
 

Credit Amount 
Amount ranges from $30-
$100/year, or $10 per 100 square 
feet. 

Up to $100 for green 
infrastructure. 

Maximum Credit Amount Not defined $100 
Permit Fee $30  $30 

Renewal Period Not defined 3 years 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


